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Happy 4th!

Our July Meeting (July 9th at 3:00) will feature Jonathon Antle, he/him/his, 
Prevention Specialist & Program Coordinator – The HIMM Project.  

 
Jonathon Antle joined Kansas City CARE Clinic in May 2016 as a Prevention Specialist and to be
Program Coordinator for The HIMM Project. He received a Bachelor’s of Music Education (K-12)
from Southwest Baptist University in 2008, and then moved to KC to pursue a Master’s of Music in
Music Theory. After beginning PrEP in 2015, Jonathon became aware of the lack of awareness as
well as the stigma surrounding PrEP in KC and across the country.  This motivated him to change
career paths to help the KC LGBT community understand this exciting new method of HIV
prevention. Jonathon is still actively engaged with music, regularly playing keyboard in local
musicals and serving as Organist at Community Christian Church since 2011.

HIMM (High Impact Men’s Movement) is funded through a grant from the CDC to promote HIV
prevention among men who have sex with men, regardless of how they identify.  Jonathon has
assembled a Community Advisory Board consisting of 15-20 community members to help
guide HIMM’s work in KC’s LGBT community. HIMM promotes regular HIV testing, PrEP (Pre-
Exposure Prophylaxis) and PEP (Post-Exposure Prophylaxis), HIV Treatment to help those living
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with HIV reach Undetectable status, and supportive services for those living with HIV such as Peer
Counseling and CLEAR: Choosing Life! Empowerment! Action! Results! HIMM provides mobile
testing throughout the KC Metro where men can text 816.663.9842 to arrange a time and place
convenient for them to get tested, as well as monthly testing at Hamburger Mary’s Bear Bust every
1st Saturday of the month and at Missie B’s every second Sunday of the month. More information
about The HIMM Project can be found at www.theHIMMproject.org.

UNA NOWLING is the wife of last month's speaker FIONA NOWLING, with SOFFA.  Fiona
forwarded me the following video.   Una's company made it about Una being a transgender activist
and how proud they are of her.  Black and Veatch is a local company.
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The third annual Out With The Royals, a benefit for AIDS WALK Kansas City, will
be held on Thursday, July 20th, when our Kansas City Royals take the field against the
Detroit Tigers. Out With The Royals is a day where your LGBTQIA Family and Allies
come together to show our Pride at Kauffman Stadium. 

We are thrilled to announce that Billy Bean, Ambassador for Inclusion for Major
League Baseball, will join us again this year at the tailgate. In 1999,  Billy Bean was
the first player in Major League Baseball to publicly come out as gay. Since retiring
from the game, Billy has served as Ambassador for Inclusion for MLB.

Game Tickets for Out With The Royals can be purchased here! ($6 from each ticket
benefits AIDS WALK Kansas City)

We hope you can join us at Out With The Royals with Billy Bean on Thursday, July
20th!

http://m.royals.mlb.com/tickets/offers/out-with-the-royals
#RAISEDROYAL

13th Annual Kansas City
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Fringe Festival
July 20-30, 2017

https://www.kcfringe.org

PFLAG KC Delegation at the Memorial of Russ Hawkins
Former Newsletter Editor and PFLAG parent

Pictured above:  Randy Fowler, Helma Hawkins, Carolyn Finken-Dove, Don Nistler, Glenn
Lang, Carol Nistler, Travis Thompson.  Picture taken by Glen Dove.

Russ Hawkins and his wife Helma are long time supporters of PFLAG.  They have 2 gay sons out of
their blended family of 7.  Russ served on the Board of PFLAG-KC as the newsletter editor for a
number of years.  I remember one instance when he volunteered to accompany a single mother to a
court appearance in western Kansas upon request by her to our support line.  Although Helma was
not officially a member of the Board, she assisted in maintaining our library and providing periodic
updates to the general membership.  Russ always set a tone of unconditional love and acceptance
when attending a meeting.  He never sought controversy but always did the right thing, even if by
doing so, he caught the backlash from religious and other communities in which he was involved.

Russ and Helma, you will always be in many peoples hearts and will always be remembered fondly!

by Randy Fowler
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Here are some links you might find helpful:  
http://www.accreditedschoolsonline.org/resources/lgbtq-student-support/
https://www.drugrehab.com/guides/lgbtq/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
What children learn from the things they aren't told by Chris Tompkins
v=0P2GGcuJl6w&feature=youtu.be
Vaping and Smoking in LGBTQ Community: Can We Understand it all?
https://www.migvapor.com/ecig-news/vaping-and-lgbtq/

IN THE NEWS:

Germany Legalizes Same Sex Marriage
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-30/german-parliament-approves-gay-marriage-
after-merkel-s-shift

Laverne Cox boldly addresses the one issue the LGBTQ community doesn't want to talk about
http://mashable.com/2017/06/22/laverne-cox-pride-lgbtq-activism/#kJGiZhxkgSqh

Meet the former ultra-Orthodox rabbi now living as a woman
http://www.cnn.com/2017/06/17/health/transgender-orthodox-upbringing-trnd/index.html

AND MORE FROM PFLAG NATIONAL:
Survey finds that being LGBT inclusive is good for business. Findings from an Ogilvy
survey released Wednesday, June 28th indicate that the majority of Americans believe that LGBT-
inclusive brands/businesses are good for the economy and say that seeing a brand's’ LGBT-inclusive
advertising would make them more likely to consider purchasing its products/services. However, the
majority of respondents also they say that in order to be an LGBT ally, brands/businesses need put
in place concrete measures towards diversity and inclusion. See Dear Policy Matters below for
survey findings.

PFLAG gets shout-out by Cyndi Lauper at Logo's annual Trailblazer Awards. Logo network
annually honors pioneers and invites leaders in the LGBTQ movement, and PFLAG’s Interim
Executive Director Beth Kohm not only attended on June 22nd in New York, but she also got to
hear a heartfelt shout-out from Cyndi Lauper on stage. View the full program here.

National Weather Service shows LGBT support on Facebook. On Monday, June 26th, the U.S.
National Weather Service (NWS) posted a rainbow-tinted satellite image of Earth with the words
“We See All Channels” printed over it in support of its LGBT staff and team members. The caption
linked to the webpage of the NOAA Civil Rights Office Special Emphasis Programs (SEP),
programs designed to assist the organization in establishing and maintaining affirmative programs
of equal employment opportunity.

RuPaul among celebrities to get star this summer on Hollywood Walk of Fame. The Emmy Award-
winning singer, actor, and drag queen is to be inducted into the Walk of Fame, along with numerous
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others including Simon Cowell, Steve Irwin, Jack Black, and vocal ally Lin-Manuel Miranda. The
dates of the star ceremonies have not yet been scheduled.

Three former US Surgeons General call for an end to 'corrective surgery' on intersex children. In
June, Dr. Joycelyn Elder, Dr. David Satcher, and Dr. Richard Carmona, the 15th-17th Surgeons
General, respectively, published a paper arguing that genitoplasty and other procedures performed
on infants and young children with intersex traits are not justified absent a need to ensure physical
functioning. They called on doctors to wait until children were old enough to voice their own view
about whether to undergo surgery.

Trans teen Ava Le'Ray Barrin killed in Atlanta. On June 25th, 17-year-old Ava Le’Ray Barrin was
killed in the parking lot of the apartment complex where she lived. Police have arrested a suspect,
who police said knew the victim. A candlelight memorial was held for Barrin Monday night. She is
the 14th transgender individual reported killed in 2017, also the 13th trans woman and the 12th trans
woman of color.

New York to pay tribute to Pulse victims and LGBT community with monument. On June 25th,
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo unveiled plans for a new memorial to honor the LGBTQ
community. Designed by artist Anthony Goicolea, the memorial will be situated on the waterfront in
Hudson River Park. The design will be made up of nine individual boulders, some of which will be
bisected with a clear glass with refractory components that act as a prism to create rainbow patterns.

Former ex-gay leader donates archives to Mattachine Society. Rev. John Smid, who founded the
nation’s largest Christian conversion therapy operation, Love in Action, has donated the ministry’s
archives to the Mattachine Society of Washington, a group that specializes in collecting and
preserving documents related to the persecution of LGBT people in the United States. Smid founded
the ministry in the 1980s, claiming to have changed his own sexual orientation from gay to straight.
In 2012, Smid resigned from the ministry, and by 2014 he had renounced conversion therapy and
married his male partner.

Evangelical minister reassesses ministry when parent comes out as trans. After his parent comes out
to him as a trans woman, Jonathan Williams slowly moves his ministry toward being a place where
LGBT people are not only welcomed, but affirmed.

Officials to launch global LGBT rights group. More than three dozen officials will take part in the
LGBTQI Elected and Appointed Officials Experts Groups, which the Gay and Lesbian Victory
Institute and the organizers of the WorldPride International Human Rights Conference will
coordinate. The group will explore ways for openly LGBTQI elected and appointed officials to
support and provide advice to other openly LGBTQI and allied officials around equality initiatives.

Jay-Z's mom comes out as lesbian on new album. Gloria Carter, mother of rapper Jay-Z, came out
as lesbian in a new track featured on the rapper’s just-released “4:44” album. The song, “Smile,”
features both Jay-Z and his mother discussing her sexuality. It is the first time that either of them has
publicly addressed her sexuality. Carter herself delivers a spoken word outro, saying “Life is short,
and it’s time to be free/ Love who you love, because life isn’t guaranteed.”
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PFLAG-KC general meetings are held at two locations:

2nd Sunday, 3pm
Village Presbyterian Church
6641 Mission Road, Room 307
Prairie Village, KS.
(Wheelchair accessible)

 
This Month's meeting is on July 9th.
Our Speaker will be Jonathon Antle
with the HIMM Project!

4th Sunday, 3pm
Kansas City Center for Inclusion
(formerly LikeMe Lighthouse)
3909 Main St
Kansas City, MO

No special programming occurs at
this meeting. It is strictly for support,
so if you need to talk to someone,
we look forward to seeing your here.
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